CARNIVAL FESTIVITIES
their glasses. They allowed him something to eat, and the 1707 forest glades rang with laughter. The mirth was enhanced by the unexpected appearance of Dicconson himself, who was greeted with cries of "a miracle ! a miracle !" and asked the precise hour and minute when the fever had left him. " The repast did not end the less gaily for this, nor was the walk home the less agreeable. The shepherds, the shepherdesses, and the wood-cutters stopped to look at the courtly pilgrims, and admired their hilarity and good humour."
Hamilton elsewhere describes the balls in winter, and a certain Shrovetide masquerade given by the Queen, to which the whole town of St. Germains was invited. The barriers were thrown down by her Majesty's order, that high and low, young and old, French and English might join in the Carnival. Etiquette forbade the Prince and Princess from wearing masks, but they danced merrily, the Prince with peculiar grace and lightness, but they both excelled in the accomplishment.
Among the greatest amusements in summer were the boating parties to Pontalie, the Countess of Gramont's (Hamilton's sister) country house on the Grand Canal in the Park of Versailles, given to her by Louis XIV, and which Hamilton compares to Horace's villa. The Countess had been one of the beauties of Charles IFs Court, and then Dame du Palais to Queen Marie Therese of France. Her wit and vivacity were as great as her beauty had been, and Pontalie was not only a favourite meeting place for the young Duchess of Burgundy and the Princess Louise, but the haunt of all the wits and celebrities of France.
There was a banquet at Versailles on Twelfth Night, Dangcau 1708. The famous Long Gallery was lighted with 2,000 great candles, and " the King and the Princess ^ of England were present, but not the Queen. A fortnight later, at a masked ball at Marly, the Princess had brought with her " Mesdemoiselles de Melfort and de Middleton, who are remarkably pretty, and dance very well."
Dangeau's next entry regarding the Stuarts treats of graver
403                       D D 2Chevalier la Salle, who had attended them, -not out of devotion, but gallantry," was ordered by the Princess for his want of piety to sit at the foot of a tree at a respectful distance, and to rinse
